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My dearly beloved in Chriſt Jeſus ! 


„HE Obſervations, which ye 
lately had from me, ye have, . 
I hope, read over in the ſame 
ERA 7175 ſpirit, in which they were 
Sede addreſſed to you, in © the 
« ſpirit of meeknefs,” in © the ſpirit of 
« love.” They were written, not from a 
deſire of contention, but from a ſincere 
regard to your laſting happineſs, and the 
firmeſt perſuaſion, that they are founded 


in truth. 


A 2 The 


r 


The points, to which they chiefly re- 
as are, indeed, plain matters of fact, N 
Which, whether faithfully ſet forth, ye 
\ yourſelves are well able to judge. Ye 
well know, whether ye have been made 
to believe, that the Prieſt's adminiſtering 
to you his Abſolutions and Anointings is 
of moment to your ſalvation ; whether ye 
have been taught, that, by means of Theſe, 
favour is obtained in the ſight of God, 
The diſguiſings, in which ſubtil Church- 
men may ſeek refuge, neither Ye nor 
I owe. attention to. Your own hearts 
will beſt tell you, “are theſe things ſo.” 


. . The queſtion then is —— “ how came 
« the Church inveſted with this high au- 
te thority? have the words and practice 
« of our Bleſſed Saviour and of his 
te Apoſtles juſtified theſe daring Pretkn: 
cc ſions ow ; 


| Now, as far as I may preſume to pro+ 
nounce of the Goſpel, to me it is ex- 
ceedingly evident, that the main deſign, 
throughout 


37 
throughout the Whole of it, is, to raiſe 
* us from our low eſtate of corruption and 
© miſery, and, by reſtoring us to "Eg 
*to reſtore us to Happineſs. 


To this end all the promiſes and 
all the institutions of It, whatſoever 
© means of grace and hopes of glory” 
It difplays to us, ſeem to be directed. 
Even thoſe © glad tidings of forgiveneſs,” 
which it was our Bleſſed Saviour's ſpecial 
purpoſe to confirm unto us, and on which 
we are now ſo apt to place a miſtaken de- 


pendence, plainly appear to have been 
given, not to ſoften the hideous aſpect of 


Sin, and to render the ways of it leſs 
dangerous, but rather to prepare us for, 
and to aſſiſt us in, the great work of 
Amendment, c by ſetting us free from 
« that ſlaviſn and enfeebling dejection, 
vhich muſt neceſſarily oppreſs a mind, 
labouring under a weight of guilt, and 
© not daring to look up for mercy.” This 
2 deliverance of the captiyes, and (t heal- 


tn 66 ing 


© ing of the broken-hearted, , (4) as our 
Lord: himſelf is pleaſed to term it, was 
all deſigned, to inſpirit us with nobler 
thoughts, and to make us capable of 
more exalted purpoſes. 


me the Divine n of 
Peace diſdained not the greateſt of Sin- 
ners. To them, he ſaid, © he had 
Fc been ſent.” (5) And all-gracious'were 
his declarations, and his invitations to 
them moſt earneſt, But to what Sin- 
ners did he thus addreſs him ? to Thoſe 
only, who had forſaken their fins, and 
with hearts ſincerely changed were ſuing 
for forgiveneſs. To all others he avows 
himſelf a ſevere Miniſter of Juſtice, © con- 
e demning to the fire the uſeleſs tares, c. 
and binding hand and foot the unpro- 
< fitable ſervant.” (d) ped | 
Nay; the very acknowledging of him 
to be We Saviour of the world, and the 
| | | ä 


(.] Luxx iv. 18. 
„ Mar. ix. 13. 

1 xiii. 40. 
(4) xxiĩi. 13. 


6 M 
embracing of thoſe ſublime * truths,” in 
which he inſtructed his : followers, © 2 

c high perfections of the Almighty, the 
© certainty of our riſing again, the glories 
© of the life to come — the. receiving, I 
fay, and confeſſing, of all theſe truths, 
the being numbered among his diſciples, 
the preaching of his Goſpel, the perform- 
ing even of miracles in his name, ſhall, 
he tells us himſelf, avail nothing, unleſs, 
along with theſe diſtinguiſhed advantages, 
amendment of manners and purity of life 
are alſo found: © many,” they are his 
own ſacred words, many ſhall fay to 
* me in that day, Lord, have we not pro- 
e pheſied in thy name, and in thy name 
te caſt out devils, and in thy name done 
40 many wonderful works? and then will 
« ] profeſs unto them, I never knew 


* you, depatt from me, ye, that w ORK 
2 * INIQUITY»' (e) 


Had ye the free uſe of the Holy "EY 
tures, it were ſuperivous to —_— together 


1 - |; 5 ; | TH. 7 
(e) Mar, vii. 22, 23. 


a” 


E 
any farther quotatians in proof of this; 
and more need not be done, than to bid 
you go to your bibles, and read, and 
de convinced. So full and obvious is 


wis matter ſet. forth in every part of the 


Goſpel, and in fo powerful 4 manner in- 
ſiſted on, as the Eſſential of Religion, 
without which all exerciſes of faith are 
yan, all acts of devotion ineffectual. 0 


But this ſacred 3 of Truth ye are, 
moſt of you, . altogether ſtrangers to. It 
Is neither read. to you in your places of 
worlhip, nor expounded and inforced by 
your pretended teachers. In the gros- 
ſer ages of Popery, it was even penal for 
lay-eyes to look into this Book of life, 
And to this day, in many parts, does this 
heavenly Book ſtand among thoſe Writ- 
ings, with wh ich the * are forbidden 
to meddle. % * 
An 


Vid. Inuic. Lib. probib. a Pro. IV. edityeg.. 4. — 
on In pracdif. reg. CIEMENT. VIII. — et Bull 
igenit. CLEMENT. XI. — By this Bull Unigenitus 
theſe Propoſitions of F. — are ex wry — 
ed; 


(9) 


In theſe Countries, indeed, of late 
e the Tegid e have. been 


more 8 


as ce ie is is uſeful * 3 at all times, and in 
« a]l places, and to all perſons indifferently, to apply 
e themſelves to the reading of the Holy Scriptures — 

<< that the obſcurity of the Scriptures cannot diſpenſe any 
«Layman, whomſoever, from the obligation of reading 

te. them 4 that not to permit the reading of the 
« Scriptures in the vulgar tongue to all Chriſtians with- 
* out diſtinction is to ſhut to them the mouth of iſ, 
« which was opened to inſtru@t them,” 

: Nay ſo conſcious. are they of Rome, that the Holy 
Scriptures, however carefully diſguiſed by their miſrepre- 
. ſentations and ſtrange comments, muſt ſtill be highly 

prejudicial to their cauſe; that they will not ſuffer them, 
even in their own true and catholic - tranſlations,” to 
be read by all men indifferently, but only by ſuch, gui 
fatultatem ab Ordinario obtinuerint, * who ſhall have 
ane licence thereunto from their Ordina- 
ies though this very power of the Ordinaries 


has been reſtrained by Clement VIII. And even this 


Conceding of the Holy Scriptures; in the vulgar tongue, 
unto ſome particular perſons; is, by the Rhemiſts, deelar-' 
- ed to be only in compliance with the humour of the Age, 
ein conſideration,” ſay they, © of the preſent time, 


« ſtate, and condition of our Country, unto which divers 


things are either neceſſarie, or profitable and medici- 
r nable now, that otherwiſe in the peace of the Church 


e were neither much requiſite, nor perehance wholly to- 
66 ferable.” — See . to fora 1 particularly 


: 


18 | a 4 r 


/ 


* (10) 
more artful. For whether ſtung: by the 
ſharp reproaches frequently made to them, 
or to ſcreen themſelves under a ſhew of 
candour, they have prepared for you a 
kind of Bible, and permitted to you 
* an appearance of inſtruction. 


And a kind of Bible' and * an ap- 


© pearance of inſtruction may it juſtly 
be called — a dark tranſlation, and in 


many places ſcarcely intelligible in 
which every word, of which the ſlighteſt 
hold may be had, is ſtrained and tor- 


tured, in order to force it into the ſer= 
vice of ſuperſtition and ſpiritual tyranny ; ' 


and all the paſſages, that make fulleſt 
againſt them, are ſoftened into ſome harm- 
ally ning, often into no nene * 


W 


n 3 and Canoniſts. 


- 
Py. * 6 
„ 
* - * * 
- 


8.8. 2 2. = 9.1 5 vid. as evan de Fark Dei. ö 

1. 2. c. 1 15. — Bleſſed Prince of Truth is this that 
Light, which was to lighten the Gentiles In and this, 
5 5 Brightneſs of Glory, which was to ariſe upon 


who ſat in darkneſs and the ſhadow of death! 


(11) 
aa” even this kind of Bible, thus 


mangled and defaced, have they in a 
manner forced again out of your hands. 
And the Decifions of the Man of Rome, 
his Bulls, and Decretals, and every idle 
Legend, (g) on which he is pleaſed to 
ſtamp his all- powerful ſanction, are made 
to demand your reverence and ſubmiſ- 


ſive faith, not leſs than the ſacred Word 
of Gad. 


Not leſs The infinitely more,” I ſhould 
rather have ſaid. For, without fear of 
blame from your Church, may ye caſt 


| 1 the 


- (gz) Legenda Aurea, the Golden Legend, as tis called, 
being a Collection of the Lives, fabulous Viſions, and 
Miracles, of divers Saints of the Roman Church, whe- 
ther of ſuch as have exiſted, or of ſuch as have never ex- 
iſted — all which, however abſurd, appear to have been 
eunningly enough deviſed to feed the ſuperſtition of the 
Vulgar, and to advance the power and Sainful doctrines 
of Rome made its firſt appearance in the 13 th Cen- 
. tury, and was compiled by James de Voragine, Arch- 

biſhop of Genoa; but, ſays Melchior Canus, Biſhop of 
the Canary Iſlands, a ſpirited oppoſer of theſe fraudful 
tales, c it had more properly been called Legenda Ferrea, 
« the Iron Legend.” 


nr Hi 21. Chron, de France. Tom 1. p. 236. 


of 


( 12 } 


the One from you; whereas it is the 
boldeſt impiety, tis an hereſy of the 
deepeſt die, to call in queſtion one 
ſyllable of the Other. NL 


But could ye take a full view of the 
Goſpel — were ye to read it in its na- 
tive ſimplicity, without having © the 
* vail of Popery on your hearts” — were 
ye to attend on the ſteps of our Bleſſed 
Saviour, to ſee, what exalted Holinefs 
appears throughout his whole deportment ! 
what Condeſcenfion ! what Gentleneſs ! in 
% whoſe mouth guile was never found ** 
and on whom the moſt watchful malice 
never could fix the flighteſt reproach !— 


Were ye to ſee him going about from 
place to place ' doing good,” diſpenſ- 
ing unto all, who ſued unto him for his 


heavenly aid, health — and life and 
happineſs: —— | 


| Were ye to die what were * in- 
junctions — that we ſhould © follow his 
„ example” — we ſhould be © pure of 
0 * heart” 


6 


et heatt” — and * meek” —and * merci- 
ful“ — loving our enemies” — © bleff- 
te ing them, that curſe us” — and “ pray= 
* ing for them, that deſpitefully ub 


« us: - — — 


Were ye to know, that, meek and 
gracious as he was, he rigorouſly con- 
demned all impure and worldly luſts, 
every cruel and revengeful thought 
that the Religion, in which he delighted, 
was the Religion, which dwelleth in 
© the heart, not the putting on the garb 
and countenance of auſterity, nor the 
pompous diſplay of charity, nor the faſt- 
ing © to be ſeen of men, nor, in a word, 
all that Oſtentation of piety, always the 
offspring of pride and hypocriſy; but 
the ſerving of God «in ſpicit and in 
truth,“ the © bringing captive unto 
« him” every one of our darling appe- 
tites, and the walkin g before him in 
te newneſs of life: 


— 7 


(624) 


Were ye to find, that he requires us 
do make proof of the love we bear to 
Bod, by our ſtrict obedience to his com- 

mandments, by the improvement of our 
affections, and, above all, by the com- 
paſſion and tenderneſs we ſhew to our 
feflow-creatures and that we are to 
ſanctify even thoſe days, which are pe- 
culiarly conſecrated to religious uſe, by 
© as of mercy,” as the moſt acceptable 


ſervice we can offer to the Ever-merciful 
Father of all 


Were ye to ſee, chat theſe bright cha- 
racters of excellence beam forth in every 
part of the Goſpel; and that theſe are 
the leſſons, and this the example, which 
our Bleſſed Lord hath bequeathed unto 
us; ye ſurely could not think, that a re- 
J gion, ſuch as that, which has been 
impoſed. on you —— 2 religion! ſuper- 
ſtitious and tyrannical, that looſens all 
the bands of ſocia] love and confidence, 
that ſteels the heart with cruelty, and, 
under pretence of advancing the glory of 

God, 


(15) 


Mn teaches man to imbrue his hands 


the blood of man a religion! 
—_ cancels the eternal laws of righ- 
teouſneſs, and inſtructs us to believe, that 
pious foundations, and bodily obſervances, 7 
and human abſolutions, . ſhall atone for a 
| life criminal and impious, and prevail 
upon the God of all perfection to approve 
of © what' even we, frail men, can hardly 
think of without abhorrence ye could 


not, I fay, ever imagine, that a religion, 
ſuch as that!' had its origin from this 


benign and friendly covenant of Salva- 
tion, from this heavenly Law of Holineſs, 
of Peace, and of every Good Work. 


Wbat therefore, in your preſent ſitu- 
ation, ye can. ſcarcely do for yourſelves, 
permit me to do for you. I ſhall lay 
before you the moſt important paſſages, 
and in the very words,. in which they 
ſtand in our Sacred Records. From them 
ye may eaſily judge, what the main 
purport of Chriſtianity * be + ſuppoſed 
to be, | 


And 


(a) 


And upon the firſt opening of the Goſ- 
pel, I find, that this Purity of Manners 
is declared to be the very condition, on 
which alone men ſhall be deemed capa- 

ble of having even admiſſion among the 
diſci ples of che Bleſſed —— of the 


world. 


John the Baptiſt — his name is cer- 
tainly known to you — was the fore- 
runner of Chriſt. He was ſent, © to 
prepare the way before him,” 750 that 
is, to fit the minds of men for the recep- 
tion of thoſe heavenly doctrines, which 
he was coming to announce unto them. 1 
And * repent ye“ was the ſum of his 
preaching ; © repent: ye, for the kingdom 
e of heaven,” the kingdom of the Meſ- © 
ſiah, the publication of the W „ „ 
« at hand.” 1 | | 


And take notice, that ce to repent,” 


in the ſtyle of Scripypee, ſignifies not, 
ws < what 


D Maxx i. 2. 
(i) Mar. iii. 2. 


(17) 


what ye perhaps may be apt to underſtand - 
by it, a © temporary ſorrow,” a * ſhew 
of humiliation,” a courſe of pennance. 
It ſignifies a great deal more. In the 
original, the word (&) implies da change, 

2 


(*) Merarot re or © change your manners” 
——* amend your minds” — The Rhemiſh Teſta- 
ment renders it nevertheleſs . do pennance” —— © agite 
© pocnitentiam,” ſays the Vulgate; though refipiſcite” 
is certainly the proper rendering of the Original Greek; 
and though, even as Rome holds, the Sacrament'of Pen- 
. nance was not inſtituted, until our Bleſſed Lord's final 
Delegation of his diſciples after his reſurrection Receive 
5 ye the Holy Ghoſt,” &c. — John xx. 23.— f 
Another inſtance of the like candour may be ſeen in 
the 8th verſe of this ſame chapter — © bring forth fruits 
meet for repentance” — that is, ſay we, fruits 
e ſuitable to repentance, ſuch as a ſincere repentance 
« will always produce,” namely “ amended manners,” 
© newneſs of life. Not at all, ſay the Rhemiſts'; 
read rather, © yield fruits worthy 2 pennance 
that 1 works of ſatisfaction, prayers, alms, faſt- 
e ings.” Tf theſe were the * fruits” John the Baptiſt 
required, tis ſtrange the Phariſees were not more in fa- 
vour with him, for it appears from the Goſpel- hiſtory, 
that they were men of ſpecial holineſs' in all theſe 
matters. —— However, not to employ any more time 
in animadverting on theſe treacherous falſifiers of the 
Word of Truth, let me, once for all, obſerve in their 
behalf, 11 this kind of | © glofling,” wretched as it may 


Cc 25K _ appear, 


(18) 
© a renewal, of mind, a thorough amend- 
ment of heart.” And therefore, what- 
ſoever is ſhort of this, is ſhort alſo of 
the neceſſary condition, on which Sal 
won is to be expected. f 


i it appears, that this holy preacher 
of righteouſneſs repreſented the miniſtry 
of Chriſt, as a ſevere diſpenſation of 
juſtice to all, who ſhould refuſe to com- 
ply with theſe terms of amendment. He 

| forbade the Phariſees to come to his bap- 
tiſm, except they meant to make proof 
of their change of heart by their holi- 
< neſs of converſation.” (1) He treats them 
with great bitternefs and an avowed con- 
tempt. © Generation of vipers (i) is 
the name, by which he addreſfes them. 
And *tis' remarkable, that theſe very Pha- 
riſces were of all the r 


* ” 
in 
; N % 
N . 


2 


appear, is al, that the caſe admits of; uch i is the Cauſe 


they have to defend, it is the only out, that is Inf to 
them. 


© (1) Mar. iii. 8. — See the Note preceding, 


7. 


CRT. 
in obſerving the © externals' of religion, 
valuing themſelves much upon their week- 
ly faſtings, their long prayings in public 
places, their ſpecious alms, theic W 
gait, their garb of ſanctity. 


He tells them, that « ibs; axe is hid 
© to the root of the trees,” that i is, . 
the day of viſitation is approaching, that 
the long· ſuſpended judgments of heaven 
are on the point of being executed; 
and therefore that 6c every tree, which 8 
« bringeth not forth good fruit, ig, 
* hewn down and caſt into the fire” 0 
that he, that was coming after kin, 
« had his fan in his hand, and would 
e thoroughly purge his Ber . ;” that is, 
would make a ſtrict ſcrutiny into the prin- 
i ciples of men, and diſtinguiſh, who were 
deſerving of his favour, and who unwor- 
thy of his acceptance — © the wheat,” the 
repentant and the good, * he will ga- 
= ther into his earner” ; and « the chaff,” 
C2 BE 


(20) 
the hardened. and unrepenting, '* he will 
e burn with fire unquenchable.” (% 


Strange! then, that in the en in- 
* of Chriſtianity, when ſo many for- 
midable obſtacles lay in the way of its 
eſtabliſhment, and it might well. be ex- 
pected, that men, long accuſtomed to the 
free enjoyment of their darling gratifica- 
tions, would be exceedingly unwilling to 
give them up altogether, none of theſe con- 
venient © temperings,” which your court- 


ly Church. has brought to light, were 


made uſe of. It would have ſmoothed 
many difficulties, and, doubtleſs, have 
brought in a large encreaſe of Converts, 


had they been told, that the Goſpel 


had plenty of Indulgences and Abſolu- 


tions for its faithful Votaries ; and that, 


provided they called in to their affiſtance 
certain eaſy Practices and well- timed 


Mortifications, provided they were at the 


expence of ſome few pious Donations, 
and 


(n) MAT: iii. 20. 12. 


2 * 


( 2r ) 
and ſaid, or even * cauſed to be faid,” ſome 
few: Prayers," by way 'of atonement, they 
might go on quietly as before, and be ſe- 
cure of ſalvation at the laſt. | 


"hs: no ſuch tins, | Not a moth 4 
theſe gentle mitigations. On the contrary, 
here i is Religion, ſet forth in her moſt auſ- 


tere form, enjoining the moſt rigid virtue, 
and exacting a total renunciation of all 
vicious indulgences. And this by that 
very perſon, to whom our Bleſſed Saviour 
himſelf bare witneſs, that he was. a 
« burning and, a ſhining light; (o) and 
who is expreſsly ſaid to have been ſent 
* to give knowledge of ſalvation unto the 
ee people by the remiſſion of their ſins, 
e and to guide our feet into the ways of 


peace.) (p) 


But, ſhould any donbt remain with 
you concerning the propriety of this ſeve- 


rity 


(o) Joan v. 35: 
(2) LuKE i. 79. 


(22 ) 

rity of character, which appears in this 
holy perſonage, his manner ſtands fully 
juſtified by the practice of our Bleſſed 
Lord himſelf. | He proceeded on the fame 
plan, firm in condemning every form of 
ungodlinefs, and rigorous In his denunci- 
ations to all, who perſiſted in evil doing 
Wo unto you, Scribes and Phariſees, hy- 
* pocrites ! for ye devour widows houſes, 
and for a pretence make long prayers, 
6 therefore {hall ye receive the greater 
* damnation,” (9) — Wo unto you, 
«*Scribes and Phariſees, hypocrites | for 
«ye compaſs ſea and land to make 
* one proſelyte, and when he is made, ; 
„ ye make him two fold more the child 
* of hell, than yourſelves.” ” (r) — © Wa 
* unto you, Phariſees! for ye tithe mint 
«-2nd rue, and all manner of herbs,” to 
make a ſhew of your ſcrupulous exactneſs 
in an the law even in the moſt 
trifling 


ba) Mar. xxiit. x4. 
615. 


* 


Ec ) 


trifling matters, © and paſs over judgment 
« and the love of God: theſe ought ye 
< to have done, and not to leave the other 

e Undone.” 0 ——— “ Ye blind guides? 
* which ſtrain out a gnat, and ſwallow 
* a camel; (7) affect much delicacy and 


ſtrictneſs in matters of little moment, and 
break through the moſt ſacred obliga- ö 


tions of Religion « Wo unto you, 
60 Lawyers * ve pretended teachers and 
interpreters of the law of God! © for ye 
„ have taken away the key of know- 
* ledge; ye entered not in yourſelves, 
and them, that were entering in, ye 
« hindered.” (u) —— © Ye f ye 


ee generation of vipers! how can ye eſ- 


- © cape the damnation. of hell!“ ( | 


* In the end of the world,” he tells 


us, © the ſon of man ſhall ſend forth 


= his angels, and Thos ſhall gather ont 
| p q : 8 * of 


(5) Luxe Xi. 42, 

(t) Mar. xxiii. 24. 
() Luk E xi. 52. 

(w) MAT. xxiii. 33. 


(64 

© of. his kingdom all things, that offend; 
e and them, which do iniquity, and ſhall 
tc caſt them into a furnace of fire. (x) —. 
| He compares * the .kingdom of heaven,” 
that is, the diſpenſation of judgment, that 
ſhall take place at the laſt. day, unto © a 
= net, that was caſt. into the ſea; and ga- 
* © thered of every kind ; out of which the 
ec good was gathered together i into veſſels, 

but the bad was caſt away. So, ſaith 
he, ſhall i it be at the end of the world; 

0 . angels ſhall. come forth, and ſever 
the wicked from among the juſt, and 
ce ſhall caſt them 1 into the furnace of fire ; 
* there ſhall be 3 and gnaſhing of 


6 s teeth,” (00 


e cars ſurely are not ſo heavy, 
nor your eyes ſo blinded, that the power 
of ſeeing, the power of hearing, ſhould | 
be altogether loſt unto you. Weigh, 
they, theſe ſeveral” paſſages, theſe plain 

declarations | 


(x) MAT. xiii. 40. 41. 42. 
(3) —— 47 and ſeq. 


( 25.) 
declarations of that very Saviour, whoſe 


preſs is all this He here ſays t to us! how 
awful! 


And ar — they, to whom theſs 
dread judgments are denounced, are © the 
« wicked” they, who © do iniquity” — 
who *© devour widows houſes” — 
who ( paſs over judgment and the love 
of God“ — who © with-hold the key 
e of knowledge” —— © the proud 
„the haughty” —< the hypocrite,” who 
cloaths himſelf with the ſemblance of 
righteouſneſs to impoſe on men. 


And this their condemnation, though 
they complied with all the Ritual of their 
religion, though they made all the com- 
penſation for their evil deeds, that wealth 
and devotion are ſuppoſed capable of mak- 
ing ; though they « faſted twice in the 
week, and © gave offerings out of all, 
e that they polleſſed. 2 = 


. Þ 15 


words are Truth and Life. How ex- : 


( 26.) 

Is there not, think ye, a ſtriking re- 
ſemblance between many - of theſe Cha- 
racters. and Practices, from which Chriſt 


thus expreſsly warns his followers, and 
Thoſe of certain religious Orders, which 


I need not name to you, and of a certain 
Church, with whkh ye are well ac- 


quainted 7 


But not to infiſt on this at preſent, 
wo us rather attend to the ad 4 * | 
the Prince of heaven. | 


. To the. fame purpoſe are a number 
of his diſcourſes. and parables. Particu- 
larly, in One, which is ſtrongly deſcrip- 
tive of the final judgment, when the 
« Son of man,” ſays: he, © ſhall come in 


cc his. glory, and all the holy Angels . 


& with him, then ſhall he fit upon the 
ce throne of his glory, and before him 2 
, ſhall be gathered all nations; and he 

ee ſhall ſeparate them, one from another, 
4. 8 4 ſhepherd divideth his ſheep from 
** the goats. And he ſhall ſet the ſheep on 


* 


"iy | 


5 = 
| e his right hand, but the goats on the left. 
„ And to them on his left hand 
& ſhall he ſay, Depart from ne, ye curſed, 
- into everlaſting fire prepared for the Devil 
e and his Angel.” —— And this appalling 
ſentence, he tells us, ſhall be addreſſed 
-unto them, not | becauſe they ſhall not 
have made confeſſion of their Sins before 
man, nor been abſolved by the word of 
man, but becauſe they ſhall not have 
e fed the hungry,” nor © given drink to 
the thirſty,” nor © taken in the ſtranger,” 
nor © cloathed the naked,” nor * viſited 
the ſick and the afflicted 3% the neglect 
of all which acts of mercy ſhall be ac- 
counted of, as if our Bleſſed Lord himſelf 
had been in theſe circumſtances of wretch- 
edneſs, and they, with unfeeling hearts, 
had refuſed him relief; © in as much 
| ee as ye did it not to one of the leaſt of 
s theſe my brethren, ye did it not to 
160 me.“ (2) | _ | 
D2 | The 


(=) Mar. xxv. 31 & f. 


* 


(28) 


The fame ſpirit breathes throughout 


all his exhortations to them, who ſought 
ö an him for inſtruction; that, if they 
would enter into life, they ſhould love 


« the Lord their God with all their heart, 
and all their mind, and all their ſoul, 


their 


t bour as themſelves” (a) — 


e neighbour” —— not merely their ac- 


quaintances, their friends, them of the 


ſame party, of the fame faith, of the 


ſame country, but all men indifferently, 
even thoſe, by whom they were hated,” 


Sy whom they were reviled, by whom 
they te ere perſecuted· that they 


* ſhould deny themſelves,” be prepared 


to give ops al their likings and beſt-be- 
loved: gratifications, and take up their 
4 croſs,” ” cheerfully abide. every diſtreſs 
and every ſuffering for the fake. of truth, 


and follow him” (5) — that they 


- . | ſhould 


(a) Mar. xix. 17 2 fea 
: (b) 5 
IX. 23. 


xvi. 24. — MARK vii: 24.— Luke 


|| | © and all their ſtrength; and their neigh- | 


(29 ) 


ſhould be free from all © malice,” (e) 
free from all © guile” (4) —— that they 


te ſhould ſhine forth, as lights of the 
« world, ſo that men by ſeeing their 


te good works might be induced to Sie- 


* rify God.” (e)- 


18 chere be in all this that ſhould 
encourage us to hope, that relaxed 
manners ſhall find protection under 
the Goſpel of Chriſt? that, by means of 
his Coming, the ſins of thoſe, who be- 


lieve in ow: ſhall be rendered | leſs fin- 
ful? 


Far nobler, my beloved 'brettiven, far 


more godlike, are the purpoſes of his mi- 


niſtry —— Hot to change, which indeed 


were impoſſible, the nature' of Moral 
Corruption, but to free us from the do- 


minion of it; to © purge away eurdroſs;” 
to 


(9 Mar. xviii. 21, & [7 


(4) x. 16. 
„ 
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(3e) 
to recover, to vindicate, to i the hu- 
man mind! | 8 


* 


7 * his own. ſacred declarations — 
ce «if ye LOVE me, KEEP my command- 
ments he, that hath my com- 
e mandments and KEEPETH them, he 
it is that Lovzrn me” — © if a man 
Loks me, he will xzzp my words; 
<< and my father will love him, and we 
t will come , unto him, and make our 


* abode with him. * U) ; 


E 


40 When che 8on of man,” he tells us, 
<< ſhall ſend forth his Angels, then ſhall 
ce” the righteous ſhine forth in the king- 
e dom of their father” _—— and while 
the wicked” are driven into everlaſting | 
fire; the © good,“ 0 humane, the 
6 compaſſionate,” the merciful,” ſhall 
be received into the manſions of glory, 
and hailed with theſe words of rapture, 
come, VE BLESSED. CHILDREN OF MY 


« 888 inherit the * prepar- 
ce ed | 


4! 9 * % 


4 a | 
Joux xiv, xv. 21. 23. 


( 31) 
© ed for you from the foundation of the 
« world. , (s) © x! e 


In our gariout-s FRO the Jews had 
ſtrangely enlarged the number of Cere- 
monial Obſervances, and placed even 
the waſhing of hands, and of cups, 
« and tables,” among the principal duties 
E religion, at the ſame time, that they 
wantonly trampled on the moſt impor- 

tant of the divine commandments. Our 
Bleſſed Lord therefore endeavours to con- 
vince his followers, that the * cleanſing,” 
which God requires, is the * cleanſing 
* of the mind; that the defilements of 
© the heart are the only : defilements, 
| which ſhall render us impure in his 
fight : : © not that,” faith | which | 
* goeth into the mouth, defileth a man, 
« but thoſe «things, which proceeding 
cout of the mouth come forth from the 
15 heart, they defile the man; for ' out of 
60 the heart proceed evil thoughts, . murders, 
: py 1 adulteries, 


(s) Mar, xiii. 43 —and 2 5. 34. 


(32) 
< adulteries,. fornications, thefts, falſe wit- 
« neſſes, blaſphemies. Theſe are the things, 
” Which le a man.“ . 


He not only inſt on the importance 
of the ſeveral parts of the Moral Law, 


he e chem with, re ſtricneſs. 


4 mg one al GR but even « what- ; 
ſoever leads to it, every ſmalleſt 
infringement of theſe ſacred laws, every 
_ « lurking purpoſe” of luſt, of envy, of 
revenge, of - ill-will, ſhall, he tells us, 
be brought into agcompk. inst us. (i) 


| He commands us, to part with every 
choſen delight of our, hearts, whatſo- 


ever we hold moſt dear, if we find there 
is 1 in the poſſeſſion; . not to think 


* 


$4. 4 © w 


| it we can bieak the force of the temp- 
tations, by which we are aſſailed; and, 


rather than ſuffer our appetites to oh- 
. tain. 


09 * Mar. . f. & a. — nd Mars vii. 18 


& ſeq. 
(9 Mar. v. 21 & ſeg. 


( * 
tain rule over us, © to pluck out even 
e our right eye, to cut off even our right 
* hand, and caſt them from us.” (4) 


In our . acts of munificence, 


and offerings of piety, he commands us 


to direct all our views, regardleſs of men, 
to the approbation of God alone; and 
te thy father, which ſeeth thee in ſecret, 
e himſelf ſhall reward thee openly.” (/) 


He calls upon us, to make proof of 
the value of our profeſſions by our holineſs 
of living. We ſhall, he tells us, © be 
* known by our fruits.” (n He 
compares the Word of the Goſpel to 
the © ſeed of the ſower, which oy 
forth fruit,” only when received 
the kindly foil of an honeſt and 1 
heart; but which, when caſt into 
ge ſtony and oh ads Le ground, withereth 
| E & away 


(4) Mar. v. N 8.— - Mans | ix. «43 & - 
ſeq. | 

(7) MAT. vi. 4. 

(1) — vii. 16. 
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(34) 


40 away. ” (n) So that not hes: who mere- 
iy hears the word, but he only, who 
brings it into practice, ſhall be deemed 
to have duly profited under this miniſtry 
of grace. © Whoſoever therefore,” faith | 
he again, © cometh to me, and heareth 
te my fayings, and DOETH THEM NoT, I 
will thew you, to whom he is like; 
„he is like a man, that without a 
e foundation built an houſe upon the 
te earth, againſt which the ſtream beat 
us vehemently, and immediately it fell, 
* and the ruin of that houſe Was 

e great.” 6% . 


He forbids his followers + to think 
more highly of themſelves, becauſe: they 
had -*© ſeen and heard“ the Saviour of 
the world. © Ye are my friends, ſaid 
he to them, if ye po whatſoever 1 


cc cogamand you.” (p} Otherwiſe, little 
ſhould 
00 Mar. Xiii. i. 3 & ſeq.” — | 
(e) vii. 26.— Luk E vi. As 
00 Jonx xv. 14. d 


CIs) 
ſhould it avail. them, to have confeſſed 
him - for their Maſter. 


Even in relation to his Apoſtles, he 
with utmoſt caution guarded againſt 
whatſoever might beget in them a pre- 
ſumptuous confidence. It was his eſpecial 
care to root out from among them all 
remains of pride, of © envy,” of 
<« reſentment,” all © love of pre-emi- 
* nence,” all * deſire of worldly enjoy- 
„ ments,” all % admiration of worldly 
honours ;” and, inſtead thereof, to inſpire 
them with a © firm truſt in God,” a 
« ſincere piety,” an * extenſive benevo- 
lence,” an © unaffected humility.” ( — 
„ Whoſoever,”- ſaith he, taking a little 
child, and placing him in the midſt of 
them, whoſoever ſhall humble himſelf, 
. as this little child, the ſame is greateſt 
jn the n of heaven.” 1 


(2) Mar. v. 44.— xx. 20 & feq. — Maxx ix. 
33 U ſeq. —x- 35 n vi. 12. 47 ix. 
46. 55 — X. viii. 20. | 

(r) MAT, xviii. 4. 


3 

In a word, the only diſtinctions, he 
allowed them to aſpire after, were — 
a more eminent virtue a contempt 
of every fear, but the fear of God 
— forgiveneſs of injuries a gene- 
rous love of all gentleneſs of man- 
ners — ſanctity of life. 5 


Do not theſe things ſeem exceedingly 
novel to you? very different from what, 
ye have been told, is the way of ſhew- 
ing yourſelves zealous for God's ſetr 
vice ? . 7 

Time was, when, miſled by the wiles 
of Rome, men were wont to ſeek for. 
falvation amid' the ruins of Jeruſalem. (s) 
And happy were They, who had viſited 
the Parts, which had been honoured 
with the preſence of our Bleſſed Lord; 
who had beheld the ſuppoſed place of 

his birth; who had viewed the ſcenes of 
N N bis 
| (s) Vid. BzLLARM. de Canonizat. Imagin. et Cult. 

Sand. paſſim, et ſpecialiter L. 3. c. 8. — Voyez auſſi 
HEnAuLT 1092, &c.— et Vie de Louis IX. 


637) 


his various ſufferings ; who had offered 
up their prayers at his ſepulchre ! 


For others, whoſe ſtrength and abili- 
ties admitted not of ſo long a pilgrimage, 
more convenient devotions were contriv- 
ed. And by means of their attending at 
ſome holy ſhrine nearer home, of their ; 
viſiting the pretended relick of ſome of 
the Apoſtles or Diſciples of our Lord, 
or, at leaſt, of their contributing to the 
raifing or adorning of a temple, in honour 
of ſome favourite Saint or diſtinguiſhed 
Champion of Holy Church, their fins, 
they were told, were all done away, 
and at once were they rendered far and 
ſpotleſs. W 5 


= Even at this day, unhappy miſtaken 
men! a mighty matter is it with you, 
to haye viſited the Cell of ſome one 
of the Martyrs or Confeſſors of old, to 
have taſted of the ſpring, of which he 
drank, and tò have handled the garments, 


| which he is ſaid to have worn. 
%» 


. Fat at his feet, who eat and drank be- 


6 35 
How bleſſed, then, muſt ye think 
them to have been, who had the advan- 
tage of beholding with their eyes the 
Prince of life, of hearing with their own 
ears * the gracious words, which proceed- 
ed out of his mouth,” who accompa- 
ned him from place to place, who 


_ him! 


FP | And yet behold, the Oracle of Truth 
EPR you, there is no virtue in theſe 
things. And with all theſe advantages, 
Kill is it poſſible, they may be told by 
Chriſt himſelf, - I never knew you.” It 
is not the. having ſeen him, the having 
© been admitted to his ſacred converſe, the 
© having been even inſtructed from his 
w divine mouth, that ſhall ſignify, but — 
the KEEPING or G0D's. COMMANDMENTS. 
LN Not every one,” he faith himſelf 
to us, © that calleth me, Lord, Lord, 
11 ſhall enter into the kingdom of heayen, 


& but, he that born the will of my Fa- 
| « ther, 


—— r „„ 
58 FOE; 8 


(39) 


« ther, which is in heaven.” (90 — And 

in another place, in the ſtrongeſt terms; 
hen once the maſter of the houſe 
« jg riſen up, and hath ſhut to the door, 


«and ye begin to ſtand without, and to 
* knock at the door, ſaying, Lord; Lord, 


1 


e open unto us; and he ſhall anſwer and 
t fay unto you, I know you not, whence | 
« ye are; then ſhall ye begin to ſay, we 
have eaten and drunk in thy preſence, and | 
thou haſt taught in our flreets ; but he 
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< ſhall ſay, I tell you, I know you not, | 
ce whence ye are: depaft from me, LY | { 
- "M0 WORKERS OP IN 10 rrr. “ | 


Feen bighty 33 as ye may 4 
teem it, to have been the Mother of the 
Saviour of the world, far more honour- 

able, he himſelf aſſures us, is the © keeping 
e f God's word” — <« Bleſſed, ” ſaid one 
cf his hearers unto him, « bleſſed is 
= the womb, that bare thee, any; the 
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(:) Mar. vii. 21. | 
(*) Luxx xiii. 25, 26, 27. 


(40) 
E pepe, which thou haſt ſucked! yea ra- 
i ther,” replied he, © bleſſed are they, 


A that HEAR the word of God, and KEEP 


* it. (w) 


Na he himſelf tells the people of 


Un | thoſe days, that ' his having eſtabliſhed his 


abode among them, his having preached 


in the midſt of them, his having heal- 


ed their ſick, and cleanſed their lepers, 


and raiſed their dead, far from profiting 


* 
— — — 
— 3 


them, ſhall only encreaſe their condem- 
nation, 'ſhould they not 80 repent” in 
conſequence of the gracious warnings 
addreſſed to - them — © wo + unto thee, 


<« Chorazin ! wo unto thee Bethſaida !' — 


| cities, wherein for a conſiderable time he 


was pleaſed to employ his miniſtry — 
e for if the mighty works, which were 


4 done in you, had been done in Tyre 
46 and Sidon, they would have repented 
long ago in fackcloth and aſhes. But, | 


0 1 ſay unto you, it ſhall” be more tole- 
| | « rable 


(w) LUKE xi. 27. 


(641) 

* rable for Tyre and Sidon at the day of 
judgment, than for you. And thou, Ca- 
te pernaum, which art exalted unto heaven, 

- by the miracles wrought, and the 
goſpel of ſalvation preached, in the midſt 
of thee — © ſhalt be brought down to hell; 
„ for if the mighty works, which have 

„ been done in thee, had been done in 
ce Sodom, it would have remained until 


« this day. But I ſay unto you, that it 
« ſhall be more tolerable for the land of 


e Sodom in the day of Judgment, than 
cc for thee! (* 


What hs: A eden alſo dee to 
dbu whom they inſtructed, appears to 
be a faithful tranſcript of the doctrine 
taught by the Bleſſed Redeemer of the 
world. They declare unto us, that 

d our Saviour gave himſelf for us, that 
he might redeem us from all iniquity, 
and purify unto himſelf a peculiar peo- 
; F cc ble, 


(x) Mar, xi. 21, 22 & ſeq. 
| i | 


(42) 

« ple, ZEALOUS OF GOOD WORKS” (9) — 
that they had been * ſent to open the 
« eyes of the Nations of the earth, and 
e to turn them from darkneſs unto light, 
te and from the power of Satan unto God, 
that they ſhould REPENT, and TURN 
© To Gop, and Do WORKS MEET FOR 

„ REPENTANCE.” (=). 


They enjoin the ert Churches, to 


which they write, that they ſhould © not 


« be conformed to this world” (2) — that 
they ſhould © abſtain from fleſhly luſts” 
(5) — that they ſhould © have no fel- 
% Jowſhip with the unfruitfut works of 
« darkneſs” (c) —— that © whatſoever 5 
* things are TRUE, whatſoever things 
tc are HoNFsT, whatſoever things are 
usr, Whatſoever things are PURE, 
*© whatſoever gs are LOVELY, what- 

| ſoever 


(3) TiTvs it. 14. 
(z) AcTs xxvi. 18. 
(a) Rom. xii. 2. 
(5) 1 PBT. it. 17. 
(e) Erkks. v. 11. 


( 43) 


« ſoever things are or GOOD REPORT, 
« if there be any VIRTVE, if there be 
«any PRAISE, they ſhould think on 
ese theſe things.” (d | 


They tell them, that, © in the revela- 
© tion of the righteous judgment of God, 
* he will render to every man, without reſ- 
e pect of perſons, according to his deeds; 
< tribulation and anguiſh upon every ſoul 
* of man, that DoETH EVIL; but glory, 
« honour, and peace, to every man, that 
« WORKETH GooD” (e) - that it is not 
the mere complying with the external 
forms of religion, that ſhall obtain to us 
acceptance in his ſight, but our . ful- 

e filling” of his commandments, * that,” 
which is performed © inwardly,” . <* that 

* of the heart, in the ſpirit, and not in 
40 the letter, whoſe praiſe is not of men, 


« but of God” / — that it is © not 
© . 


{4) PII. iv. 8. 
(e) Rom. ii. 5. 6. es. 
7 | 29. ER 


1 

e the putting away the filth of the fleſh 
e by baptiſm, that ſaves us, but the anſwer 
_ *© of a GOOD CONSCIENCE towards God” (g) 
that © without moLiness” — mark 


this well — © without HoLIx ESS no man 
e ſhall ſee the Lord.” (5) | 


| Is it poſſible then, that the Apoſtles 
of our Bleſſed Lord is it poſſible, 
that our Blefſed Lord himſelf —— ſhould 
have made ſuch a repreſentation of the 
terms, on which - ſalvation. is to be ob- 
tained, if mere forms, if the mere array- 
ing of ourſelves in the fable trim of re- 
* pentance,* are ſufficient to ſecure to us 
before God the pardon promiſed through 
Jeſus Chriſt; if by virtue of the interpo- 
ſition of the Church, and the ſentences of 
Prieſts and Miniſters, our condition in 
another life ſhall be different from what 
it ſhould be otherwiſe ? 


Nut, 


(s) 1 Per. iii. 21. 
(% Hes. xii. 14. 


Hy 85 


8 


645) 
But, it may be replied, if the terms of 
the Goſpel are thus rigorous, if, even at 
the tribunal of mercy, all they, who ful- 
fil not this Law of , righteouſneſs, ſhall 
- Rand condemned; who, then, is ſufficient 
for theſe things? what, in that caſe, has 
the Goſpel profited ? and why are we 
deceived with vain hopes, that Chriſt 
came to fave e * (9 


«'To fave finners,” m dearly beloved 
brethren, “ Chriſt, came” unqueſtionably. 
We have it on his own ſacred word, 
that this was the purpoſe of his miniſtry 
* to bind the broken” — © to heal the 
© infirm” —* to reſtore ſight to the blind” 

—* to bring back the loſt” — © to relieve 
them, that travail and are heavy-laden” 
'—and, inſtead of the ſpirit of heavineſs, 
to give unto us the garment of praiſe.” 
(4) — And e we ſee, that he 

received 


65 1 TI M. i. 15. 


(4 ISAIAH Ixi. 1, 2, 2— Mar. x xi. 28 — and xii. 
20. l iv. 18 — an xv. 4. 


46 
teceived into the number of bi diſciples 
ſeveral, who had formerly walked in 
_ © worldly luſts, the guilty Magdalen, 
the hard Extortioner, the unjuſt Publican. 
Even the -* Prodigal,” he tells us in one 
of his parables, who in the day of his 
diſtreſs at length remembered his Father, 
and returned homeward, found mercy; 
and when he was yet a great way off,” 
when in his firſt endeavours towards 
amendment, * his father ſaw him, and 
* had compaſſion, and ran, and fell on his 
* neck, and kiſſed him (1) — Nay, 
*in heaven,” he himſelf aſſures us, in the 
very abodes of happineſs, © there is joy 

| * over the finner, that repenteth.” ( 


In a word; it is my firm hope, as 
much as it can be yours, it is my de- 
pendence, and my joy, that the Voice of 
Penitence reacheth unto the Throne of 
the Moſt High ; that the * ſacrifice of 

* cc a 


(7). LUKE xv. 20. 


| (a0) — 7. 10, 


(47) 
e a broken ſpirit” is well pleaſing in his 
ſight; that there are no fins ſo:+many, no 


fins ſo great, for which, if truly repented 
of, mercy ſhall not be found. | 


But herein your miſtake. lieth. Ye 
have been led- to flatter - yourſelves, that 
the Sinner, though not effectually re- 
claimed from his wicked ways, ſhall be 
more gently dealt with, under this diſpen- 
ſation of Grace — that there are certain 
Practices, which ſhall make amends fot 
what is deficient in our repentance ——— 
and that, by means-of this and-that Form, 
our ſtain of corruption ſhall be made to 
loſe its foulneſs before God. And the 


Goſpel ſays not ſuch a thing. It re- 


quires a ſincere return from. all our mif- 
doings, a real heart-felt amendment; and 


then we have it on the promiſe of 
HIN, « with whom 15 no variableneſs, 


< neither ſhadow of turning” on 
this condition, and on this condition- only, 
« He, the FArTHFUL and the just, 
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(148) 
« will forgive us our ſins, and cleanfe. us 
0 * from all 66; hana (= ) 


4 To the "Lg then,” ye will fay to 
9 . forgiveneſs is certainly promiſed. 2 
—"* But, has not our - Bleſſed Saviour in- 
ho « veſted his Miniſters with power to pro- 
c nounce this forgiveneſs unto thoſe, whom 
ee they ſhall find deſerving of it, and to 
c refuſe it unto them, whom they ſhall 
judge to be unworthy of mercy ? and has 
* he not promiſed to ratify in heaven, what 
© they ſhall have thus pronounced upon 
_*< earth?” — And what more do our Prieſts 
t * pretend to?“ N 


£ They pretend to full enough, if they 
pretend only to this. 7 I ſhall ſhew you, 


however, that they carry their preten- 
ions much farther. But of this in its 
| Proper place. At preſent let us confider 


this boaſted claim in the mildeſt light i it 
can poſſibly admit of. 5 = 
Your 


| (#) x Jouni. g. 


( 49 ) 
Your Prieſts therefore ſay, « that they 


0 are impowered to forgive, or not to for- 

give, the ſins of men; and that, what- 
ſoever ſentence of judgment they ſhall 
have pronounced, the ſame ſhall be the 

«+ ſentence of the, Supreme Judge of all. 

« So that, if abſolved by them, we ſhall 

« alſo ſtand abſolved, and if condemned, 

« we ſhall certainly be alſo condemned, in 

** the life, which is to come.” (o) 


And this Authority of theirs they pre- 
tend to eſtabliſh on certain Declarations, 
made by our Bleſſed Lord himſelf : 


The firſt Mat. xvi. 19, where, upon 
aſking his diſciples, © whom they be- 
lieved him to be,” and Simon Peter 
Liviu in the name of them all, made 
anſwer, ” that he was the Chriſt, the 
Son of the living God,” Jeſus ſaid unto 
him, 4 bleſſed art thou, Simon Son of 
38 Jona, 


- 

PFF Ty” J — 
2 8 Y ere 

eee 


(o) Conc. LATERAN. 4— Conc, TRI ůDEN T. — 
BELLARMIN, de Poenit. | 


1 
e 
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( 50) 

Jona, for fleſh and blood has not re- 
« yealed it unto thee, but my Father, 
«© which is in heaven, And 1 fay unto 
e thee, that thou art PETER, and upon 
de this Rock I will build my Church” — 
as thy name fignifieth a rock,” ſo will 
1 make this confeſſion of thine the 
“e rock,” the firm foundation, on which 
my church ſhall be eſtabliſhed 
« and the * of hell ſhall not otovail 
e againſt it” it ſhall ſtand through- 
out all ages, neither to be overthrown by 
the violence of perſecution, nor to be 
undermined by ſuperſtition and fraud — 
« and I will give unto thee the keys 
* of the kingdom of heaven” — © unto 
« thee,” and © unto. thy brethren ;” for 
that to them all thefe words were ad- 
dreſſed, many of the Romaniſts () them- 
ſelves admit — © the keys of the kingdom 
cc of heaven“ — the « keys' of the Goſs 
| pel 


Pg 


(p) Vid. Lavnor: Epiſt. Part. ©; _ 6. 7. 8. 
Cantab 1689 — RICHER. de Eccl. et Polit. Pot. 


T. T. % Dvuyin de watts _ Difeiph. mt 
Hiſt. Difl. 4. p. 303. 
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pel — full authority, and power effectual 


by the virtue of miracles, and the 
Spirit from above, which I will ſend 


down upon you, to preach, to explain, 
to inforce, the terms of Salvation unto 


all nations. « And WHATSOEVER THOU 
© CHALT BIND ON EARTH, SHALL BE BOUND 
© IN HEAVEN, AND WHATSOEVER "THOU 
HALT LOOSE ON EARTH, SHALL BE LOOSED 
4c 1N HEAVEN,” 


The ſecond paſſage we find Mat. 


Xviii. 18. in which place, ſpeaking of 
thoſe injuries, which we commit one 
againſt another, if thy brother,” ſays 
our Bleſſed Saviour, Hall treſpaſs againſt 
e thee, go, and tell him his fault be- 
* tween thee and him alone; if he 
e ſhall hear thee, thou haſt gained thy 
brother. But if he will not hear thee, 
te then take with thee two or three 


„more, that in the mouth of two or 


three witneſſes every word may be 


* eſtabliſhed ; and if he neglect to hear 


+ them, tell it unto the Church ; but 
| G 2 1 1 « if 
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MH we) - 
«if he neglect to hear the Church, 
(let him be unto thee as an heathen ' 
man, and a publican. Verily I ſay 
* unto you, WHATSOEVER YE SHALL BIND 


* ON EARTH, SHALL BE BOUND IN HEAVEN 3 


* AND WHATSOEVER YE SHALL LOOSE ON 
40 © EARTH, SHALL BE LOOSED IN HEAVEN. | 


"The third paſſage | is John Xx. 
23. when our Lord after his reſur- 
rection, having come and ſtood in the 
midſt of his diſciples, © breathed” on 
them, and ſaĩd unto them, Receive 


ye the Holy Ghoſt, wRosgsoEVEIN sIxs 
© YE REMIT, THEY ARE REMITTED UNTO 
% THEM; AND. WHOSESOEVER SINS YE RE- 
„ TAIN, THEY ARE RETAINED,” 


Theſe are the three celebrated paſ- 
ſages, on which your prieſts raiſe their 
pretended power. Let us therefore ad- 
mit the utmoſt they can defire. Let 
us underſtand theſe words in the 

moſt. extenſive ſignification, that the 
warmeſt . of Rome would affix 


(58) 
to them, and ſee, what will follow n 
it. | 


% Whoſeſoever ſins ye remit ; what- 
„ ſoever ye ſhall looſe on earth, &c" 
E that is — Whatſoever bond of guilt 
the Prieſt ſhall be pleaſed to looſe” 
here below, whoſeſoever fins he ſhall 
think proper to © remit,” the ſame 
ſentence of © Joofing” and © remitting” 
ſhall have place alſo above and 
Whatſoever he ſhall be pleaſed to“ bind,” - 
whoſeſoever fins he ſhall <« retain,” the 
fame dreadful - Sentence of binding” 
and retaining ſhall be ratified alſo in 
heaven. | 


And harſh as this language may ſound, 
it is in fact no other, than what the 


advocates of the papal power have often 
held. No abſoluti on,“ they tell us, 
* to be had from God, until the Prieſt 


bas firſt ſpoken ; ; and according to what 
judgment 


( 54 ) 


judgment he ſhall have given, then God 
gives judgment alſo.” (9) 


If ſo, then it plainly follows, that the 
Deciſions of our Bleſſed Saviour are in 
direct contradiction, the one to the other. 
He tells us, ye ſee, in ſeveral places, 

that 


(9) Chriſtus inſtituit Sacerdotes, ſays Rams. judi- 
ces ſuper terram, ut fine eorum ſententid nemo pon my” | 
tiſmum lapſus reconciliari poſlit. 


Sacerdotes judices ſunt in cauſis peccatorum vice 
Chriſti. 

Nemo, cui coelum ob culpam fi t clauſum, in mud! in- 
oredi poterit, niſi Sacerdotum miniſterio aperiatur. 


Si poſſunt Rei fine Sacerdotum ſententid a peccatis ab- 
folvi, non vera eſſet Chriſti promiſſio, © quaecunque li- 
« gaveritis erunt ligata, &c. 


Siquem Sacerdos abſolvendum non eſſe judicaret, at- 
que adeo peccatum ejus retineret, fruſtrà id faceret, fi per 
confeſſionem ſol; Deo factam, invite etiam ſacerdote, 
Me abſolvereur. Quocirca nec vera eſſet illa ſententia, 


« Et den retinueritis, retenta ſunt” ——BELLARM: 
de Poenit. L. 3. c. 2. 3. 4. 


Nay, he endeavours to prove from St. Auſtin, “ that” 
— boldeſt of blaſphemies ! — © even as. believing 
in Chriſt; and deſirous of the divine reconciliations, 
« may periſh everlaſiingly, if they die, before they can 
te oct the Prieſt to abſolve them” —— De Poenit. L. 3. 
c. 2. p. 1615, Edition · Ingoldſtad. | 


6 
that „ if we will enter into life, we. 
T muſt keep the commandments” —— 
that © the pure in ſpirit are they, that 
* ſhall ſee God” —— that all things, 
that offend, and do iniquity, all hypo- 

e crites, all they of minds cruel and un- 
« charitable, ſhall be caſt out.” And 
here behold, the matter is altogether 
changed. They only, whoſe fins are 
« retained” by the Church, ſhall be li- 
able to this dread condemnation. And 
all others, even the Sons of rapine and 
oppreſſion, provided they ſhall have 
made that compenſation” for their ſins, 
which the Church ſhall have ordained, 
and ſhall have accordingly had their, fins 
e remitted” by her, ſhall have them alſo - 
* remitted” before God. 


© : This, it muſt be owned, is a reſource 
wonderfully convenient. One little diffi- 
culty only. there occurs to me, which 
your prieſts muſt be ſo good as to clear 
up. For as, to what I mentioned to you 


before, 


17 


b 6 

before, (7) « that this Doctrine lets looſe 
upon us all the turbulent paſſions and 
4 ungoverned appetites of the vicious 
* part of mankind,” is, I ſuppoſe, a Con- 
ſideration not worth attending to. The 
Power of the Church is exalted by the : 
Doctrine. And better, no doubt, that 
all ſecular regards ſhould be caſt aſide, 
than- that her * facred Authority” ſhould 
ſuter the leaſt diminution. 


The difficulty, however, which I have 
to mention, is of another nature 
« How comes it, that the Apoſtles ap- 
% pear not to have been acquainted with 
te this all-healing power?“ They are 
ſtrangely earneſt in inforcing purity of 
manners, and .denounce dreadful things 
to the doers of unrighteouſneſs. © Why do 
 * they not rather make mention of this 

d expedient of Confeſſionals? and ſend 
« their diſciples hither to. obtain Abſo- 


* lution aft 
But, 


(r) See firſt Letter p. 29. 


„„ - 
But, why do I mention the Apoſtles? 
what ſhall we fay of our Bleſſed Lord 
himſelf ? for, though I read, that, when 
applied to by certain Sinners, who; humbly, 
and in full aſſurance of his divine power, 
ſought unto him for aſſiſtance, he declared 
to them, 1 65 that their ſins were forgiven 
« them” and though I find, - that, in 
conſequence of this declaration, they were 
immediately relieved from whatſoever infir- 
mities they laboured under —— 1 never- 
theleſs obſerve, that there were other 

ſinners, whom he reproved with great 
ſeverity, and to whom he denounced the 
heavieſt Judgments. 
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* Whence then this aner 1 
It could not ſurely be from reſentment, 
becauſe they refuſed to acknowledge him. 
His exceeding meekneſs, proved in ſo 
| many hard inſtances, and the diſregard 
he always ſhewed of the inſults of men, 
- forbid any ſuch ſuppoſition. 


Or; 


i | SM Warmen + © 
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Oc; admitting, that the elde of 


4 ths Phariſees rendered them unworthy of 


"i indulgence; « why did he not, at leaſt, 
_ * fave the bulk of his unhappy country- 
men?“ The proſpect of the calamities, 
which were impending over them, moved 
him even to tears. When he beheld 
* Jeruſalem,“ we are told, (5) * he wept 
J over it, in the moſt affectionate man- 
ner lamenting the. deſolation, which the 
impenitence o its inhabitants ſhould ſhort- 
ly bring on it. But, why theſe tears ?. 
why theſe - fruitleſs lamentations ? If 
there is not an eternal difference between 
good and evil, if the words of prieſtly 
abſolation can change the nature of de- 
| filement, and make the foul heart to be 
- accounted ſpotleſs before God; could not 
he, to whom all power. doubtleſs was 
given in heaven and in earth, have 
< cauſed, that this wretched people ſhould 

cc not 


(5) Lv KR Xix- 41. 


„„ 
« not have periſhed? and with one word 
« have done away their iniquities ?? — 


Or — ſhall we ſay, that the mercy, 


with which Roman Pontiffs are ſo plen- 


tifully ſtored, and which every Village- 


prieſt is ready to diſpenſe to the wretch, that 
kneels before him, was not to be found 


in the Bleſſed Redeemer of the world ! * 


Blaſphemous men! what have they 
done] they not only miſrepreſent the Goſ- 
pel, they ſubvert it — they deſtroy the very 

| purpoſe, for which i it was given — and, as far 

as in them lieth, endeavour, in oppoſition 
to the gracious promiſe of Chriſt himſelf, 
to make the *© gates of hell,” the powers 
of darkneſs, of falſhood, and corruption, 
eto prevail againſt it !” 


Bat here perhaps they will tell you, 
that I am. dealing unfairly by them; that 
I am availing myſelf of the unguarded ex- 
preſſions of certain hot- bramed Zealots, 
of ſome ſervile flatterers of the Court of 


|H 2 . 


(6) 
: Rome, who may have talked of claims, 
which the ſounder part of their Church 
never pretended to. Whereas the Doctrine 


of thoſe of the Papal Communion, in 
relation to the remiſſion of ſins upon con- 
feſſion, ſays no more than this — © that 
« the Abſolution pronounced by the Prieſt | 
«is effectual, only in conſequence of the 
0 Antere eee of the perſon, whom 1 
9 abſolves;” {3} 


ES. will 15 with 4 on any terms; 3 
| though by the way I can tell them, this 
ſoftening of theirs is but a ſorry expedient, 
and for which the Holy Fathers of Trent 
owe them little thanks. For that Sacred 
Council has expreſsly decided, that in the 
« very words of the Prieſt I ABSOLVE 
<« conſiſts the main energy and virtue of 


« the Sacrament of Pennance. (2) 5 ; 
OT” : THe ; 


_ = © Barofi de la De#t. Catbol. as M. de rx — 
Puapiſt Miſrepreſented and Reprefented — Vindication of 

T the Roman Catholicks — MARTINI Scutum Fidei, © 
() Siquis dixerit, per ipſa novae legis Sacramenta non 


he opere eratq ſed ſolam fidem divinae 
| conferri gratiam ex * Ph „ promiſions 


- 
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The Council however, it ſeems, have 
expreſſed themſelves ſomewhat inaccurate? 
ly. And far from the Prieſt's words being 
of themſelves, of any vu: it. is altoge- 
ther on the repentance” of the perſon | 
abſolved, that the value of them de- 
pends. 1 1 1 


un bert _ They half itiw-* 
it, as they pleaſe. We ſhall ſee, what this 
conceſſion will profit them. 


3 


; . * ” 


| promiſſionis ad gratiam conſequendam ſufficere, anathe- 
ma fit — Conc. TRI DEN T. Seſs 7. Can. 8. Docet 
Sancta Synodus Sacramenti potnitentiae formam, in gud 
praeciput ipſius vis ſita eſt, in illis Miniſtri verbis poſitam 
1 Ego te ab ſolvo. Conc, TRI VD. Self 14. 
80 alſo Bellarmin Vim Sacramentalem, quae eff- 
cienter atque inſtrumentaliter ooncurrit ad remiſſionem 
peecatorum proprie ac praecipuè, in verbo, quod Sater- 
dos Dei nomine pronunciat, dum abſolvit, Catholici con- 
| ſtituunt ; ut perſpicuum eſt ex S. Thoma in 4 Sent diſ. 
18. q. 1. ar. 3. actiones autem poenitentis ſolum concur- 
rutn ad remiſſionem peccatorum efficiendam; quatenus | 
vim Sacramentalem a verpo Abſolutionis, a quo forman- 

tur, participant — De Pagnitentid, L. 1. c. * BE 
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8 The meaning therefore of Chriſt's "I 
> ag according ta this Comment, 
ſttands thus — whoſeſoever fins ye remit,” 

it being firſt . provided, that the ſinner is 

: A thoroughly repentant, W they are remit- 
ted; and *©* whoſeſoever fins ye retain,” 

it being i in like manner provided, that the 

/ | finner is really impenitent, P they are 
5 retained. © | 


It is then 80 Ss x ſhould I, hoon 

\ having confeſſed to the Prieff, obtain Ab- 
ſolution from him, the Abſolution, which 
he pronounces to me, is merely in conſide- 
So tation of what he © knoweth,” or thinks 
© he knoweth, of the Ry on my re- 


pentan ce. 


425 : But ow oe he know, what my re- 
pentance is? ?—« He judges of it,” he 
Will tell you, from certain external. 
2 Bgbe — from the free Confeſſion I ap- 
te pear to have made of the fins, of which 
% have been . guilty — from the deep 
: * ſorrow I expreſs for them - — from the 
; Hog + * evlotation 


** ! > . 


| ('63) 
1 6 reſolution, which I fay I have formed, 
« of leading a new life.” 


Are theſe ſigns therefore never _equi- 


the heart? — May it not happen, that 


of recovering: ſome portion of the eſteem 
of men by my apparent change, I may 


Are thüre fot cireumſtan- 


himſelf? 
it may ſometimes be the caſe. 


And, by much ſtronger reaſon, may 
Hot the Prieſt, 0 ſagacious as he may be, 
be alſo deceived? For the Pope, what- 


_— 


not even actually W that the ſin- 


#- 


© Vid, Dise, de 8 * 1. c. 2. p. * 
1427 | GRE | | 


# | vocal ? are they always the language of 


2 abs N in which my mind has 


ces, 10. eh a man may even deceive 
Lour ableſt Doctors * n. 


ſoever he may allow to himſelf, will not 
allow him to be infallible. And has it 


ner, 


under the impulſe of fear, diſpirited © 
by ſickneſs, humbled by reproach, in hopes 


664) 
ner, 1 abſolved by the Prieſt on ac- 
count of theſe *ſymptoms' of repentance, 
has been found to be ſtill as much wed- 


ded to ſin, as if he had never r received 
Abſoluton? 3 5 2 . 5 1 


3 


What, "MAY is hs: real Alas Oe - this 
| . Abſolution 1 why — if the humilia- 
tion and declarations of the Penitent are 
really acepeding to truth — if his heart ſin- 
cerely is what his lips ſpeak it to 
be in a word, if there i is That” within 
him, ack whether there is or not, it is 
not poſſible for the Prieſt to know — then 
| may the Abſolution have efficacy. ; 


But if otherwiſe, if the Prieſt is afor- E 
tunately impoſed on, which, ye ſee, muſt 
without a miracle ſometimes be, his' Abſo- 
- lution, though ever ſo duly DIC ed is 

worth — © © exactly, nothing.” - 


Hold! I miſtake —— to the IN 
is worth conſiderably, as far as wortkdly 


power a and n may be accounted con- 
fderable, 


. 
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| ſiderable. But to the poor Sinner, ho. 
by means of it is betrayed into an ill- 
grounded ſecurity, it is indeed a melan- 
choly purchaſe ; he hath gotten © a lie 
in his right hand,” and his deceived 


& _ ec feedeth of aſhes.” 


But, ſuppoſe the Sinner has a every 
qualification of a ſincerely- amended mind, 
and of firm faith in the mercies of God 
chrough Chriſt, and nevertheleſs has not 
the opportunity of making his confeſ- 
fion, and of * receiving F _ 
tion ? Ft” | 


Oh! ſay your caſuiſts, (y) in that cir- 
cumſtance of things his e deſire of abſo- 


Ro lution” 


00 Vniverſa Feclelia credit per Contritioger., cum 
voto Confeſſionis, a reatu peccati mortalis hominem li- 
- berari, atque in gratiam cum Deo redire, — . BEL- 

LARM. de Poen, L. 2. c. 13. 

N. B. Let any, who can, 8 this with what is 
quoted above, p. 62, from this Author L.. 3. c. 2. de 
Poenit. But the doublings and wily evaſions of this Je- 
ſuit plainly ſay, what kind of a cauſe he was conſcious 


he had to — HE a DC 
HD ONT: 8 The 


(66) 
ce lation” and his purpoſe of comm | 
it, as ſoon as he conveniently can, 


have all the efficacy, that Abfolation ſelf 
could poſſibly have, 


1 thank them for allowing is It; is 
then plain, that it is not by virtue of the 
Abſolution, which the Prieſt pronounces, 
but by virtue of the * repentance and 

* pious diſpoſitions of the Penitent, that Ay 
a ara is ſecured unto him. 


St oppoſe * farther, that a Prieſt, "Ro 
a a ſpirit of Party, from a principle of re- 
| venge 


The "RE of Trent alſo Oy that Confeſſion, | 
and of courſe Abſolution, is not even neceſſary to the 
| Prieſt, who, though conſcious to himſelf of a mortal ſin, 
is called upon to celebrate Maſs, if he has not another 
Prieft, to whom he may confeſs ; for that, in this caſe, 
| Contrition, with a purpoſe of confeſſing hereaſter, makes 
him worthy to partake of the Holy Sacrament. 
Vid. Conc. TRID ENT. Seſſ. 13. c. N So ro 
ſent. 4. dif. 14. q. „ 

Contritio charitate erfecta, ſays alſo che ſame Council 
expreſsly, reconciliat hominem Deo, priuſquam Sacra- 
mentum Poenitentiae actu ſuſeipiatur. — Coxc. | 


TRIDENT. Seſl, "Fx" vg i 
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venge — if Prieſts may be ſuppoſed 
capable of harbouring motives of ſo black _ 
a nature and the diſputes about Jan 
ſeniſm in a neighbouring country have 
been often known to produce ſomewhat ' 
not unlike to this ſuppoſe, I fay that 

a Prieſt, under theſe prepoſſeſſions; ſhould. 

refuſe Abſolution to a Penitent, who had 

all the qualifications above-mentioned — 


"Ou put the caſe, a man 5 
qualified ſnould deem leſs highly of the 
authority of the Prieſt, and therefore re- 
fuſe to have recourſe to it, not from any 
diſregard of the Means, which Gad may 
have appointed, but becauſe he is perſuad- 
ed, that theſe are not Means, which — 
been ee by God ? 


Shall we 5 that to ſuch a man, wich 


all theſe diſpoſitions of Repentance and 


Piety, the releaſe of Mercy ſhall be re- 
fuſed in heaven, merely becauſe here be- 
low he has miſtaken concerning the au- 


N "7 


4 me 
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thority of the Church; or becauſe ſome 
partial ill-tempered Prieſt has refuſed. to 
_ pronounce abſolution unto him —— 


eee Ae — matter in the 
ſtrongeſt light think ye, that the 
man, of heart truly-amended, who has 
forſaken and abhors all his paſt miſdoings, 
the man ſincerely pious towards God, 
and firmly relying on his mercies through 
Jeſus Chriſt; whoſe heart is a ſtranger to 
every "purpoſe. of malice, and who has 
joy in every opportunity of advancing the 
happineſs of his fellow- creatures, ſhall at 
the laſt day have it ſaid to him by the 
Bleſſed Saviour of the world, Depart 
from me, THOU CURSED! though, when 
I was an hungered, THOU gaveſt me 
© meat, when I was thirſty, THov gaveſt 
me drink, a ſtranger, and THov didſt 
- & take me in, naked, and THOU cloathedſt 
eme, in priſon, and Tou cameſt unto 
f — nevertheleſs, depart from me, 


©Trov cuxsꝝp ! into everlaſting fire pre- 
1 60 58 5 


that Salvation ſhall be obtained 
Publiſh unto all, who ſhall fincerely ing 


669) 


«pared for the devil and his Angels; for 


« thy condemnation, and, whatſoever is her 


© ſentence, I have bound myſelf never to 
* * reverſe it, never, even in heaven bn 


Have not, then, the words of Chriſt 


conveyed any. kind of power to the Mi- 
niſters of the we tn 3 


Not ſurely the © power,” to ſeat them- 
ſelves on the Throne of the Almighty, 
and to deal out mercy and condemnation, 
to whom they liſt — but merely : power,” 
as * faithful ſtewards” of what Chriſt 
1 delivered, to preach unto men the 
terms, upon which he has ws 


part from, and deteſt, their former tranſ. 
greſſions, and walk in newneſs of life, 
* remiflion of ſins” 


12 dreadful Lt worn | that e OY 
FE 


- and to denounce... 
to the impenitent and obſtinate ho the 5 


= 


1 

And this Sentence of forgiveneſs, and 
this Denunciation of wrath, which they 
ſhall have thus aſſured unto men here 
below, will our Saviour alſo, himſelf, 
ratify in heaven, aſſigning * tribulation 
and anguiſh” to the © hardened and 


5 * Igcorrigible,” and to the « amended Pe- 


nitent” * © mercy. and accep- 
. 


| a Whoſeſvever Sins yer remi it. &. 
that is therefore whatſoever © mercy” 
and * remiſſion” ye ſhall © in my name” 
- pronounce unto the Sinner, that repenteth, | 
here on earth, the ſame © ' mercy” and 
*« remiſſion will I confirm unto him alſo 
in heaven. And whatſoever ” condem- | 


e nation” ye ſhall in like manner pro- 


| nounce unto. the Sinner; that refuſeth 
to be converted, retaining his ſins 
1 and binding them on him,“ that is, 
forbidding him to hope aught ” 
vour under this diſpenſation of Grace, | 


unleſs he repenteth, the ſame ſentence of 
bn oy, « condemnation” 


6) 


„% condemnation” wilt J alfo Pronounce 
unto him in heaven. aol 


Whether, in ben particularly to the 
Apoſtles, theſe words of our Bleſſed Lord 
might not alſo ſignify, that they ſhould 
be © inveſted with an extraordinary ability 
© of DISCERNING ſpirits, and thereby have 
it in their power to diſtinguiſh with cer- 
tainty, whoſe repentance was only aſſum- 
ed, and whoſe was the repentance of the 
heart — or, whether the farther mean- 

ing of them might not be, that by virtue 
of that ſpirit of miracles, which unqueſ- 
|  tionably reſted on them, they ſhould be 
| enabled to bind diſeaſe and infirmity* on 
the obſtinate gainſayer, and to releaſe 
them, who were fincerely penitent, from 
whatſoever 0 bodily Il they laboured un- 
der — are points I ſhall not determine, and 
by which the preſent queſtion is but re- 
9 affected. ky | 


It 


6 150 

It certainly appears, that cc to be 

7" © bound” in the ſtyle of Scripture ſome- 
times fignifics to. labour under bodily 
*:infirmity” - — and in like manner, 
et to be looſed” is © to be relieved from it.” 
Thus, our Saviour ſpeaking of the woman, 
who had been © bound together” for many 
years, and whom, to the indignation of 
one of the rulers. of the Jews, he had 
healed on the Sabbath —— *© ought not” 
ſays he, this woman, being a daughter 
* of Abraham, whom Satan hath bound, 
« fo theſe eighteen years, be LOOSED FROM 
<-THIs BOND on the Sabbath day and ac- 


cordingly his words to her were, Woman, 
thou art LO0SED from — infirmi- 


* 6 2 $54 21 


6 To the ſame purpoſe by « the forgiv- 
ing of ſins,” it appears, that ſometimes 
* the remitting of bodily infirmities' was 
alſo ſignified; doubtleſs, becauſe bodily 


E ——_— are * 9 natural "attendants 


B | 7 13 (z) Luxx xiii. 12 & ſeq 


* * | 


(78) * 
of finfulneſs and corruption, and likewiſe, . 


in many caſes, puniſhments * ſpecially' in- 
flicted on us, on account of our ſins. 


Thus to © the ſick of the palſy” faid 
our Bleſſed Lord, when he healed him, 
2 thy ſins are forgiven thee :” and when 
the Seribes reaſoned within themſelves, 
< why doth this man ſpeak blaſphemies ?” 
« that ye may know,” replied our 
Lord unto them, that the Son of man 
« hath power on earth to forgive fins ; 
faith he to the ſick of the pally, Ariſe, 
0 « and take up thy bed, and go thy way 
e unta. thine houſe. And immediately he 
| * aroſe, took up the bed, and york, forth 
A before them all. (a) 


If therefore this binding” and © looſ- 
8 ing,” this © remitting” and * retaining,” 
may be underſtood in this ſenſe; 5 literally, 
in relation to the Apoſtles, was this pro- 


miſe fulblled. They, inconteſtably, could 
K 35 a reſtore 


_ 


ce) Maxx i, 5 U || 


r 
© reſtore life, by virtue of the power, 
that reſted on them; and they could take 
© it away; they could © remove infirmities, 
and they could inflict them,” as they ſaw 
it conducive to the eſtabliſhment of the 


Goſpel, of which they were the Miniſters. 
Witneſs the < cripple from his mother' 8 


| 13 e. * womb” made ſound by Peter and John (3) ; 


- the Other at Lyſtra” by Paul 
and Barnabas (c) Dorcas raiſed from 
the dead by Peter (d) Publius healed 
by Paul (e) — and, on the other hand, 
Elymas the Sorcerer ſtruck with blindneſs 


at the word of Paul (7) —— and Ana- 
nias and Sapphira, when convicted by Peter 


of prevarication, falling dead at the Apo- 
ſtles feet! (g) ; i 


With 


O Aers i 7. oy 
Be. dr * 
: (e) — b Xxviii, 8. 


OO xiii. 11. 


66 — 1.5, 10. 
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With regard, however, even to this 
matter, it is evident, that They did not 
exerciſe this Power from above, arbitra-. 
* rily ;/ neither did they preſume to think, 
that they could change the condition of 
| any man in the ſight of God. They only 
© affirmed' upon earth, what was already 
© affirmed* in heaven. But being enabled 
to * difcern ſpirits,” that is, to have a 
deep inſight into the ſtate and ſecret pur- 
poſes of the mind, they called forth to ob- 
ſervation the © inward characters of men; 
and by the Mercies or the Judgments, 
which they conferred or inflicted, made 
known unto all, that „the heart of the 
One was not right,” and that © the 
* Other was graciouſly aecepted before 
© God.” 


. 


Neither is it to be ſuppoſed — it were in- 
deed blaſphemy to ſuppoſe it ! — that could 
they have been capable of making 'a falſe 
and partial uſe of the - Ability; with which 
God - had been pleaſed to endow them, 
K 2 1 his | 
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his Holy Spirit would, in that caſe, by his 
co-operation haye borne witneſs unto 
them. 


— 


Had Peter's charge againſt Ananias ad 
Sapphira been ill-grounded, who ſhall 
think, that his Condemnation of them 
could have made them guilty, or have 


brought on the deadly iſſue, with which 
his words were attended ? —— or, in caſe 
he had pronounced mercy. unto Simon 
the M agician, (5 at the very time he was 
te in the gall of bitterneſs, and in the bond 
« of iniquity,” can ye imagine, that the Ab- 
ſolution even of a Peter would have pro- 
fited, and have made © the thought of his 
cc heast”. well · pleaſing before God? | 


In like manner ; - had Saul attempted to 
ſmite the _ upright Lydia (i) with infirmi- 
ty, « can ye I On, that the 

effect 
- (h) Acre viii. 18 & ſeg. 
— 4 0 
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effect would have followed his words? 
or had he, out of reſpect to the ſplendor 
and high ſtation of the diſſolute and venal 
Felix, (4) or out of dread of his power, 
ſoothed him with courteous words, and 
encouraged him to believe, that his © trem-_ 
« bling,” when he heard him reaſon & of 

nnn temperance, and judgment 
'*. to. come,” was ſufficient to obtain him 
mercy, would Felix, think. ye, on this ac- 
count have been one whit the leſs crimi- 


nal in the fight of Him, from whom no 
 keeret can be, hid? — | 


1 ſhall we, then, _ doubtlek have 
not the ſame Ability from above —— we! 
.who at beſt can have but a ſhallow and 

deceivable knowledge of what the heart 

of man may be and who alſo, far 
from having the exalted piety and inte- - 
grity of mind, with which thoſe excel- 
lent Perſonages were bleſſed, are ſo liable 

© 


(iy Acts xxiv. 25 & ſoq- 


: * 
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to have our judgment warped by many 


ſelfiſh affections and corrupt appetites 
ſhall we pretend to what even the 


5 Apoſtles never pretended to, and preſume 


to make men believe, that we ſtand in 


the place of te Moſt High, that he alone 


ſhall © obtain mercy from Him, to whom 
we ſhall have. pronounced mercy,” and 
he certainly be accurſed' in his Aar, 
whom we here below ſhall have pro- 
{nounced accurſed ! 


=_ But,” $ ye will fir to me, © is it poſ- 
6 fible, that our Prieſts ſhould have ſought 
£6 to miſlead us in a manner thus cruel ? 
te and to what end? what encreaſe of pow- 
<« er, what encreaſe of wealth, could they 
4 indeed hope to obtain from the cir- 


1 cumſcribed honours we have to pay, 


** and the ſcanty portion . of offerings we 
« have to preſent them with ?” —— “ and 


e alſo, is it to be conceived, that the world 


would have ſubmitted for ſo many ages, 


* As, WE are told, they have, to this Au- 
£ E « thority 


9 | 
« thority in the Church, had it been al- 
@ together the Uſurpation of man, unſup- 
0 ported by the Word of God?“ 


Conſider then, that the growth of this 
Authority advanced by ſlow degrees, and 
was chiefly during ages of the darkeſt ig- 
norance, when the kingdoms of Europe | 
were all in an unſettled and tumultuous 
ſtate ; when the Nobles attended to no- 
thing, but the buſineſs of arms; and the 
People, ſunk into the moſt humiliating 
 vaſſalage, were either obliged at every 
ſummons to march forth under the ban- 
ners of their Lords, or to employ them- 
ſelves at home in the moſt abje& and 
ſervile offices. Whilſt the Prieſts and 
Monks, having poſſeſſed themſelves, from 
the life of ſecurity and leiſure they enjoy- 
ed, of all the learning then to be had, 
found it an eaſy taſk to paſs what Re- 
egy and , 00 they pleaſed on an 

Wh  unlettered, 


(1) Such the TS Donation of Content 


to Pope Sylveſter. And ſuch the forged Decretals of 
| e 
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unlettered, but. generous and unſuſpect- 
ing, Soldiery, and a people of Ruſtics, 
broken to ſlavery, and ſtran gers to every 


liberal art. 


Beſides, the character they aſſumed of 

4 * Perſons, who had renounced all ſecular 
1 regards, and laboured for the falvation 
*of others,” could not fail of obtaining 


them infinite reſpec. "Men, accuſtomed to 
the diſſipation and freedoms of the military 
life, were well pleaſed to find, that there 
were Thoſe, on whom they might caſt off 
the care of their reconciliation with hea- 
yen, and who, at the price of a little com- 
plaiſance, and ſome: portion of the plunder 
to adorn the Church of God, would un- 
dertake to atone for whatſoever acts of 
by | 7 5 libertiniſm 


the 7 from Clement to o Siricius, faid to have been 

collected by a certain Ifidorus Mercator, and of which 

| Rome has often made profitable uſe, but which are now 
acknowledged by moſt of the Learned, even of the Ro- 
man Communion, to be mere impoſitions. - 


6819) 
libertiniſm and violence _ might be 
guilt of. i 
And 


n) C'eoit alors le temps des Fondations: ſays He- 
nault; (T. 1. p. 26.) and fo the hiſtories of England, of 
France, of Germany, prove it abundantly. No crime, 
how flagitious ſoever, could be committed, but ſome. 
pious Eſtabliſhment, ſome Church, ſome Religious Houſe 
richly endowed, atoned for it all. Clotarius the firft (Hz- 
NAULT, 560 - EsPRIT DEs Loix, L. 32. c. 2.) had 
cauſed his ſon Chramnus, with his wife and children, to 
be burned in an hut, where they had taken refuge. But 
the mercileſs tyrant made preſents of immenſe value, ſays 
the Hiſtorian, to the Church, and all was immediately 
ſet to rights again. Alfreda, Queen to Edgar, (PoLyp. 
Vis. L. 6. 296. 302. 302.) had been inſtrumental in 
the death of her firſt huſband Ethelwold, and had, in the 
moſt cruel and perfidious manner, procured an Aſſaſſin to 
murder her ſtep-ſon, Edward the 2 d. And, notwith- 
ſtanding all, two Monaſteries, founded at her expence, 
purchaſed her forgiveneſs, And hence the oppoſition, 
that may be obſerved in moſt of the Monaſtical Records, 
laws the Actions and the Characters given of the 
Princes of thoſe diſtant ages; the man, whom we had 
lately conſidered as a bloody lawleſs ravager, becoming at 
once a pious, religious Prince, a Saint perhaps. The ſe- 
ceret ĩs; he had ſanctified his U ſurpations and Plunderings 
by ſharing them with Holy Church. On the contrary, 
whoever dared to opprefs the church, Eternal Damnation 
was his doom ; and every artifice was employed to make 
the world believe, ie this was the Sentence of the Al- 


L | 3 
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And add to this, that the Clergy, on 
account both of the learning (n) they were 
maſters 


mighty. In ſo much, that in a letter from an Aſſembly 

of Biſhops in 858 addreſſed to Lewis of Germany, Grand- 
ſon of Charlemain, and Great Grandſon of Pepin King 
of France, we find thoſe Prelates gravely relating a Vi- 


| Hon of Eucherus, St. Eucherus I ſhould have called him, 


Biſhop of Orleans, who, in the reign of Pepin, having 
been, as he pretended, raviſhed in ſpirit into the infernal 
regions, ſaw Charles Martel, father to Pepin, in hell tor- 
ments, to which he had been condemned, even before the 
laſt judgment, on account of his having plundered Chur- 
ches and other pious foundations, his ſoul being laden 
with all the fins of thoſe, who, in order to make their 
peace with heaven, had founded the religious eftabliſh- 
ments, which he had laid waſte, The account of which 
Viſion, they tell Lewis, wrought in ſuch a manner on 
the mind of Pepin, that he cauſed all the poſſeſſions of 
the Church, as far as in his power, to be reſtored, and 

ordered ion to be made for what could not 
be recovered, His fon Charlemain alſo was ſo affected 
by it, that he ſolemnly engaged, both for himſelf and 
his ſucceſſors, never to meddle with aught, that belonged 
to the Church. (EspriT DES Loix, L. 31. c. 11.) 
What muſt have been the gloom of Superſtition in thoſe. 
days, and how formidable the power of the Church, when 
Eccleſiaſtics could paſs ſuch a tale as this on three Princes 
of, acknowledged abilities, and at the head of victorious 


- armies, who were, all of them, tlie Deſcendants, one of 
them 


(39) 
maſters of, and of the authority they pre- 


tended to, were beheld with reverence by 
1 | | the 


them the Son, of this very Charles Martel, whom they 
thus conſigned to the flames of hell! i 


It was eyen uſual in thoſe times, the ſame Writer i in- 
forms us, (EsPRIT DES Loix, L. 30. c. 11.) for Pro- 
prietors of Lands to make them over to ſome Church, in 
order to hold them again from it at a certain rent or ſer- 
vice; thinking, that by this kind of vaſſalage they par- 
took of the holineſs of the Church, of which they held. 


Nay, ſo extenſive had the Church laid her claims, that 
if any perſon made his will, without bequeathing unto her 
a portion of his ſubſtance, he was excluded from the pri- 
. vileges of Communion, and the Rites of burial. And if 
any perſon died inteſtate, there were arbitrators immedi- 
ately appointed, to determine what portion of his goods 
the ( Church ſhould have. EspRIT DES Loix, L. 28. 
c. 41. So that, as the candid Monteſquieu obſeryes, 
(EsPRIT Des Loix, L. 31. c. 10. the Doctrines then 


held, © of the power of the Church in receiving com» 


* penſation and granting abſolution for the ſins of men, 
muſt have effeQually ſtripped the Laity of all their poſ- 
ſeſſions, had there not, now and then, been ſome perſons 
impious enough to venture their ſouls, in ſpite of all the 
Church could ſay, 


(n) Scarcely, ſays Henault, did the Nobles, the Princes, or 
the Kings, of thoſe days, much leſs the People, know even 
how to read. All remains of antient learning, that were 
to de had, all inſtitutes of law then in uſe, and every mat- 
ter of record, whatſoever, the Clergy therefore, as being 

ol. 3 


C08) 

the multitude ; ſo that the ſeveral Chiefs 
found it their intereſt to court them, and 
took every opportunity of adding to 
the ſtrength of a Power, from. which 
each in return expected to derive ſup- 
port (o —— and which at length, by 
44 acceſſions 


the only lettered Wa Rn were 8 maſters 11 To 

them it belonged to trace out family deſcents, and all 
thoſe degrees of kindred, which ate too remote, to be ex- 
a&ily borne in memory. And to them of courſe it belong- 
ed to decide of the 533 of marriages, and the rights 
of inheritance. So that, beſides the affairs of religion, 
which they peculiarly claimed, they eſtabliſned themſelves 
Judges of all thoſe other cauſes, in the determination of 
which men here below are moſt nearly intereſted; (H- 
NAULT, Hiſt de France — Recherches de Pasquies.) 
Even with regard to feudal cauſes, which ſeemingly were 
altogether foreign to them, they contrived a method of 
having them before their tribunal, It was neceſſary in 
theſe cauſes to depoſe upon Oath. Now Oaths,” ſaid 
they, are a religious Form, and therefore to be admi- 
s niftered only by Ecclefiaſtics.” —— Voyez Concordat. 

entre Philippe Auguſte, Jes Clercs, et les Barons — | 
| Cernir DES Loix, L. 28. c. 60. 


(e) Thus we read, that the rebellious Didier of Lom- 
bardy, i in order to avail himſelf of the Papal power againſt 
| his e Lord, . King of the Lombards, 

| cConfirmed 


6683) . 
8 of this kind, became ſo mighty, 
as nearly to overwhelm them all. | | 


As to the nature of that power, which 
© the veſting of authority in man finally to 
« abſolve' muſt eſtabliſh, it is a power, 
whatever ye may think of it, ſuch as far 
exceeds, what the boldeſt tyrants of the 
earth have ever conceived. As if it were 
little to enchain the body, it faſtens its 
fetters on the mind. It laughs at every 
reſtraint. Tt ranſacks every ſecret thought. 
It breaks through every deareſt tie. It 


lays level all the ſtrongeſt fences both of 


pane and private happineſs. 0 85 
80 


confirmed to the Roman See the temporal acquiſitions It 
had made. —— HENAULT, 756, 757. 
And thus again; the Popes of Rome complimented 
with their aſſiſtance the Princes of the Houſe of Charle- 
main in their uſurpation of the throne of France, and the 
Princes of the Houſe of Charlemain, on their part, com- 
plimented the Popes of Rome with the Exarchate of Ra- 
venna, and divers noble Privileges, and rich Eſtabliſh- 
; bliſhments ; which effeQually laid the foundation of that 
enormous Poder, of which the Roman Prelates have from 
that time gradually poſſeſſed themſelves. — HEN AULr, 
Pepin, Charlemagne, —— EsyRiT DES Lorx, L. 31. 
E. 9; 10. 11. 12. 16. | 


* 


(8) 


So that even one of your Cardinals, 
in admiration of the extenſive ſway, 
with which the Prieſthood is hereby in- 
veſted, argues from it, that the eſtabliſn- 
ment of it cannot have been from any 
but Heaven itſelf. For, faith he, 
« that even the greateſt Princes and migh- | 
* tieſt Potentates ſhould be compelled to 
« diſcloſe every fin, however ſecret, 28 
« ever foul, however reproachful, 

« prieſts, who are mere men, as wt as 
* they; that they ſhould engage in this 
* confeſſion, though eyer ſo irkſome and 
painful unto them; that they ſhould 
« abide by whatever ſentence of judg- 
* ment their Confeſſor ſhall pronounce, 
* and ſubmit to what mul& ſoever he 
te ſhall think proper to impoſe vn them 
&__— it cannot ſurely be believed, that 
© the Governours of the Church ſhould 
© ever have preſumed to contrive a yoke 
« fo difficult and grievous, or that the 
“ Nations of the earth ſhould for fo 


** many ages have bent their necks to it, 
| ec < bad. 


.. 
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ce had not ſome Divine Authority, ſome 
« Divine Inſtitution, ſome Divine Promiſe, 
« induced them to it.” (p) 


Here indeed, where this power acts 
in a more diſguiſed and artful manner, 
ye know not its extent, ye know not its 
virulence. 1 | 


But, ſuppoſe the Papal See were again 
reſtored to that graſp, of power, which 
it had once gotten hold of ſuppoſe 
the Pope of Rome could once again pre- 
. vail on us to believe, that his Damnation 
and his Forgiveneſs are the Damnation and 
Forgiveneſs of Heaven; that whomſo- 
ever he caſts off, God alſo caſts off; 
and that his enemies God will alſo ac- 
count to be his were he to be once 
more able to create, as it were, armies 

with the breath of his mouth to em 
battle half the Chriſtian world againſt 
whomſoever ohe ſhould doom to be he- 
reticks; 


(p) BELLARM, de Poenitentid, L. 3. „ 


% *. 


p * 3. # ; 
WW, 


1 


68805 
reticks; and to make loyal-hearted ſub- 


jects renounce their allegiance to the 
Prince, whom he ſhould forbid them to 
obey — could he once again bring us to 


believe, that our devoting ourſelves to his 
ſervice is the ſure purchaſe of ſalvation ; 
and that whoſoever bleeds in defence of 
Holy Church is the Martyr of Chriſt; 

that all his fins, however enormous, are 
forgiven them - and the Gates of heaven 
thrown open for his reception — were. 
ſuch tenets and- ſuch acts again to obtain 
admiffion — and, believe me, to all theſe 
the Doctrine of « Abſolution by man” 
directly tends — was there ever, think ye, 
in all the moſt deſpotic governments, that 
ever exiſted, a Tyranny ſo dangerous, ſo 
inſolent, ſo inhuman, as this! 


48 


Our own hiſtory, the hiſtory of the 
whole Chriſtian World, are my witneſſes. 
not this the uſe, which Rome, 
in her days of empire, hes Aways made 
of that — power of © binding and 


1 losing, 


2 _ 7; 
ce * wile which ſhe deludes her Vo- 


hitherto ſo graciouſly watched: over us, 
grant, that, even at this day, ſne may not, 
for ſome ſuch purpoſe, be again putting 


in practice the ſame deluſions in the midſt 


of us! 


Fg 


But not to inſiſt now on the un- 
friendly aſpect of this doctrine of Abſo- 
lution, with regard to the well-being of 
States, and the liberties of mankind 
can ye not perceive, that, even in en 5 
to yourfelves, the whole deſign of it is, 
to break you to the meaneſt ſervitude, 
and to prepate you for whatſoever taſk the 
Church ſt find it Ver "NIE to N 


. you in? 


For, put the caſe — ye — com- 
plied with the whole Rubrick of Confeſ- | 
ow; * have poured into he Prieſf 8 car 1 
M = every 


\ 


* 


. 
every guilty ſecret of your hearts; and 
he has pronounced his Abſolution unto 
| you. Perhaps, ye may therefore imagine, 
that ye are now ſet free from the bond, 
under which ye laboured. Miſtaken 
men! ye are ſet free — only juſt fo far, 
as the Prieſt will permit you to be free. 
And however ye may flatter yourſelves, 
8 ye are ſtill held by a tether,” of which 
he, has the full command; like ſome ill- 
fated bird, faſtened to a ſtring by a wan- 
ton boy, and. ſuffered now and then to 

| enjoy an appearance of liberty, but ſoon 
checked in its flight, and brought back 
to the hand of the teazing Urchin. — 
He has ſtill his Injunctions and Pennances 
to- ſubdue you with, which he may make 


as harſh, and irkſome, as he ſhall pleaſe, 
and to which, nevertheleſs, Ye muſt 3 im- 


888841 ſl ubmait. 


" Tadbed, 7 ye are rich, ye may purchaſe. 
them off, and the Church may graciouſly | 


d vouchlafe to accept of part of your worldly 
; = 5 5 ſubſtance, 


i 

: 

13 1 * 
* F : 


(91) 
ſubſtance, by way of commutation. | Or, if 
the; times require any important ſervice,” 

any © work of zeal, to be performed for 
the advancing of the power and honour 
of Holy Church, your * filial dutiful- 
* neſs” will, no doubt, * you e. 
of indulgence. | 4 f 


In clſes alſo of extraordinary deſert, 
there is a Sacred Treaſure, (4) which, 
with regard even to crimes the moſt enor- 
mous, the Holy Father has it in his power 
to diſpenſe unto you a Treaſure, of 
which the key belongs to him alone, filled 
with the Merits of Saints and Martyrs of 
old, which he is ready to diſtribute to 
* who ſect unto him Nu. 


But ſhould ye EN « Gb to be reſtif * 
s bnd ed, ye are loſt inevitably! Nat 
death itſelf can deliver you from the 


M — 5 ö 


60 But an, de Ingen pin — de Pargatori | 


1 
7 


„ ' 


ä . 
power of the Church! Even beyond 
the grave, the flames of Purgatory (7) 


are lighted up to avenge her cauſe, and in 


the moſt excruciating 'torments ſhall ye, 
for a length of ages, ſuffer the penance, 
which ye neglected here below to perform 
VV 


month ye ſhall have proſtrated yourſelves 
i the feet, of your Confeiior ; though ye 
| ſhall again and again have received his Ab- 
ſolution, and in the ſtricteſt manner have 
obſerved eyery Batis faction and every Pen- 
nance he ſhall have thought it fitting to 
enjoin to you; though this ſame Con- 
feſſor of yours ſhall even have meant ho- 
neſtly, and in ſincerity have intended what- 
ever office of religion he ſhall have per- 
formed on your behalf ; (s) yet ſhall the 
Es , eee 
(r) Conc. Ta1nent. Seſſ. 25 — BELLARMIN, 
ubi ſupra. © 5 . 
© (s) The doctrine of intention, which makes the vali- 


dity of Sacraments d on the inward purpoſe of the 
. depen an 


U 


4 


093) 
day be, when all this ſhall avail you lit- 
tle. And unleſs, when death ſhall over- 
take you, ye . ſhall alſo again, as far as your 
condition may admit of it, go through the 
whole of confeſſion ; unleſs ye are anew 
abſolved ; and receive your final Cleanſing 
by the Anointing, (7) which the Prieft 
ſhall adminifter to you, ye 9 forfeit 
Yup — e en 


Wich much 2 ſabriley has, 
| Rome taken care to maintain her autho- 
rity over you, to the 1 laſt . of 
life! 


Neither 


officiating prieſt, and on his intending to 45 0 the : 
Church dbes, is fo evidently. repugnant to common —_ 
| ſenſe, and diftreſsful to weak conſciences, that even 

at the Council of Trent it was warmly, however in- 
elfectually, oppoſed by Catharinus and Others. No 

thing but the Inſolence of Prieſtcraft could have enabled „ 
| ſuch a doctrine to ſtand its ground. Coxc. Tai. | 

_ &f. 7. BeLLanmin. de Sacramentis, L. 1. c. 2, 

1 | 


(t) Conc Tarp. — BELLARMIN.. 40. Ext 
 Uniiiont, ; 4 * . 
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Neither is it leſs amazing, on what 2 
flimſy foundation ſhe has contrived to 


raiſe this N ee of Lag 15 


In 2 firſt KS of Chriſianicy, wo) its 


preachers were endowed with the virtue 


of miracles, the cuſtom, it appears, was. 
to pray over the ſick, anointing them, 
« with oyl in the name of the Lord, (u) 
in order to their recovery. But” — ſays 
Rome the moſt diſtant. hint may be 
. improved to ſome -uſeful purpoſe. And 
« ſince we cannot attempt to work, as of 
e old, the miracle of raiſing up the ſick, 
« for the iſſue will at once lay open the 
 impoſture, we muſt deviſe another kind 
| «of healing, which men will be to the 
0 full as eager in ſeeking after, and which 
40 none vill come from beyond the grave 
to diſprove. Our anointing, we will 


M 18 erm believe, ſhall h we effi- , | 
| S cacy, 


FY : 
() James v. 14. & 2 75 


— 


3 


(95) 


0  cacy. of cleanſing away whatever elth of 
« ſin may. yet remain about them, and 
15 * folly ſecure their acceptance with God.” 


And it muſt be owned, that in the 
f manner of applying this Anointing there ix 
is one ſg ae n 


1 8 
* 9 5 


"bs no matter, whether what i is ſpoke I 


by the Prieſt is underſtood or even heard 
by the perſon, to whom this Extreme Unc- | 
tion is adminiſtered —— 00 matter, whe _ 
ther he is even ſenſible, that any ſuch Unc- 
tion is adminiſtered to him (w)—in the 
mere Anointing, in the mere ſound of tue 


words muttered over on theſe occaſions, | 


- conſiſts the whole efficacy. And whether f 


the heart of the ſuppoſed Penitent has . 
has not any ſhare in what is doing, 1 
- all one; ; the magic power of this mighty = - 8 Y 
charm, ſtill in either caſe, prevails infalli- 5 | 


BY even hg to te Throne of the Moſt 
<4 


6 (o) Barra, ds Ard 
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ber in Wiſdom, ſupreme in Ho- 
= of Him,. who | be un 


lneſs! ES: . 


. his word 8 
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Is nos 


out, far 
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and ** defireth truth in 


= 
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1 and who has e 


410 revive the Fpiric of the - 
- of the contrite ones,” and 
unto him, who trembleth at 


* 


in all our ways! 


Ae. be affared, 1 iy I 
; dearly beloved Brethren, 
7 our, affetionate 


Friend 
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But this letter is already len schee d 
nd what I. intended. 5 
be in a ſhort time I ſhall trouble =y 
VI Mean While, 


ye 


f 


| may the Spirit © 
Truth, may the ac of Purity, guide us 


* 


